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Legal framework: Cremation 
1 Regulations 2008 

Cremation in England and Wales is governed by 
the Cremation (England and Wales) 
Regulations 2008, made under the Cremation 
Act 1902. The regulations impose a series of 
procedural requirements designed to ensure that no 
cremation takes place before the cause of death 
has been independently verified, and that the 
deceased's wishes or those of the closest surviving 
relatives are properly recorded. 

Cremation Act 1902 — 
fundamental restriction 
Cremation may only take place with written authority 
and after all required certificates have been 
completed and lodged with the crematorium medical 
referee. No cremation may proceed where the cause 
of death is unknown, where there is any reason to 
suspect that the death was caused by foul play, or 
where an inquest has been opened. 
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Cremation (England and Wales) 
Regulations 2008 
These regulations prescribe the statutory forms for 
cremation (Cremation 1, the application, and 
Cremation 6 where a coroner is involved) and the role 
of the crematorium medical referee in approving each 
application. Since the statutory Medical Examiner 
system came into force on 9 September 2024, the two 
doctors' cremation certificates (forms Cremation 4 and 
Cremation 5) have been permanently removed — a 
Medical Examiner or a coroner now provides the 
independent scrutiny. 

Human Tissue Act 2004 — body donation 
Whole body donation for medical research and 
teaching requires the donor to have been placed on 
the UK Organ Donor Register or to have made a 
written donation in advance under the authority of the 
Human Tissue Act 2004. A relative cannot consent to 
whole body donation post-mortem on behalf of the 
deceased — the donation must have been registered 
in advance by the deceased. For organ donation (as 
distinct from whole body donation), different rules 
apply under the Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) 
Act 2019 (for England); Wales and Scotland have 
their own equivalent legislation. 
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Medical Examiner system — statutory since 
9 September 2024: 
All deaths in England and Wales (both in hospital and 
in the community) are now independently scrutinised, 
either by a Medical Examiner or by a coroner. The 
attending doctor shares the Medical Certificate of 
Cause of Death (MCCD) and the proposed cause of 
death with a Medical Examiner, who scrutinises them 
before the MCCD goes to the registrar, and who 
gives the family a chance to ask questions and raise 
concerns. This replaced the two-doctor certificate 
system (forms Cremation 4 and 5) that previously 
applied to cremations. 
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The Medical Examiner process — 
2 since 9 September 2024 

Since 9 September 2024, every death in 
England and Wales is independently 
scrutinised — by a Medical Examiner or by a 
coroner — before the Medical Certificate of 
Cause of Death (MCCD) reaches the registrar. 
This applies to all deaths — in hospital and in the 
community (at home, in care homes, or 
elsewhere) — and replaced the two-doctor 
cremation certificates. 

1 Death is confirmed 
David Pemberton died on 22 May 2026. The attending 
doctor (or paramedic, if the death occurred at home 
without a doctor present) confirms death and notifies 
the relevant medical team. If the death occurred at 
home and no doctor was present, the GP or 
out-of-hours doctor will be asked to attend to confirm 
death and complete preliminary paperwork. 
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2 Referral to Medical Examiner 
The attending doctor (or the GP or hospital team) 
refers the death to the local Medical Examiner's office. 
In Leeds, this is the Medical Examiner service at 
Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust. The Medical 
Examiner reviews the medical records and, where 
appropriate, contacts the bereaved family to discuss 
any concerns about the cause of death. 

3 Medical Examiner scrutiny and outcome 
The Medical Examiner assesses whether the cause of 
death is clear and consistent with the medical records. 
The possible outcomes are: (a) ME satisfied — MCCD 
can be issued; (b) ME requires further information — 
short delay while clarification is obtained; (c) ME refers 
to coroner — because the cause of death is unclear, 
unexpected, or meets any of the mandatory referral 
criteria. 

4 MCCD issued or coroner referral 
If the Medical Examiner agrees the cause of death, the 
MCCD goes to the registrar — in Leeds the Medical 
Examiner emails it — and the registrar contacts the 
family to book the registration. The family does not 
carry it. If the death is referred to the coroner, the 
coroner sends its certificate to the registrar instead, 
and the family must await the coroner before 
proceeding with registration and cremation. 
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5 Registration of death 
Leeds Register Office contacts the family once it has 
the MCCD, and the death is registered in person by 
appointment. Leeds asks for registration within 
5 days of its notification — the 5-day period starts 
once the registrar has the MCCD. The registrar issues 
the death certificate and the green disposal 
certificate (the Registrar's Certificate, which authorises 
burial or cremation to proceed). The Tell Us Once 
reference (TUO-LDS-2026-44829) is issued at this 
point. 

6 Cremation application submitted 
The funeral director completes Cremation Form 1 
(application for cremation) on behalf of the executor or 
next of kin. This form is submitted to the chosen 
crematorium along with the Registrar's Certificate (the 
green form) and any other required documents. The 
crematorium medical referee reviews and approves 
the application before cremation can proceed. 

7 Cremation authorised and completed 
Once the crematorium medical referee has approved 
the application (Cremation 10 — the authority to 
cremate), the cremation can be scheduled. David 
Pemberton's ashes are then available for collection or 
scattering by the family in accordance with his 
recorded wishes. 
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3 Statutory forms for cremation 
The following table sets out all statutory forms 
relevant to the cremation of David Pemberton. 
Forms are listed in the order in which they are 
completed. The funeral director will handle most of 
these on the family's behalf, but the executor 
should understand what each form is for and retain 
copies. 

Form: MCCD 
Name: Medical Certificate of Cause of Death 
Completed by: Attending doctor, scrutinised by the 
Medical Examiner 
Purpose and notes: Primary document recording the 
cause of death. Completed by a medical practitioner 
who attended the deceased in their lifetime, then 
scrutinised by a Medical Examiner, who sends it to 
the registrar — it does not pass through the family. 
Required for death registration. 
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Form: Cremation 1 
Name: Application for Cremation 
Completed by: Executor / next of kin / 
funeral director 
Purpose and notes: The formal application to 
cremate. Includes confirmation of the deceased's 
identity, details of the death, the deceased's wishes 
regarding cremation, and an authorisation by the 
applicant. Submitted to the crematorium. The funeral 
director typically completes this on behalf of the 
family. 

Form: Registrar's Certificate 
Name: Green Certificate / Disposal Certificate 
Completed by: Registrar of births and deaths 
Purpose and notes: Issued by the register office 
following registration of the death. Authorises disposal 
of the body (burial or cremation) to proceed. Without 
this certificate, cremation cannot be carried out. Given 
to the funeral director for submission to the 
crematorium. 
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Form: Cremation 10 
Name: Authority to Cremate 
Completed by: Crematorium Medical Referee 
Purpose and notes: The final authorisation to 
proceed with cremation, signed by the crematorium's 
medical referee after reviewing all submitted forms. 
Without Cremation 10, the cremation cannot lawfully 
take place. The medical referee may request 
additional information if any form is incomplete or if 
any concerns arise. 

Form: Cremation 6 
(if applicable) 
Name: Certificate of coroner (form Cremation 6) 
Completed by: Coroner 
Purpose and notes: Required where the death is 
referred to the coroner. Form Cremation 6 is the 
coroner's certificate, used where the coroner rather 
than a Medical Examiner has dealt with the death; the 
coroner's certificate also goes to the registrar in place 
of the MCCD. 
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Documents the funeral director will need 
from you 
The funeral director will typically collect the following 
from the executor or family: (1) confirmation of the 
deceased's cremation wishes and any specific 
instructions about ashes; (2) the death certificate 
and green certificate once registration is complete; 
and (3) confirmation of the funeral service 
arrangements. The MCCD itself goes from the 
Medical Examiner to the registrar, not through the 
family. The funeral director handles the submission of 
Cremation 1 and liaisons with the crematorium on 
your behalf. 
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David Pemberton's 
4 cremation pathway 

The following pathway records the specific 
steps applicable to the estate of David 
Pemberton, based on the information provided 
at the time of preparation of this brief. Steps 
marked as complete should be signed off with a 
date. 

ESTATE OF DAVID PEMBERTON  ·  
CREMATION PATHWAY 

Step-by-step pathway — Leeds, 
May–June 2026 

1 

Death confirmed — 22 May 2026, Leeds. 
GP or attending doctor notified. Medical 
Examiner referral made by the medical team. If 
death occurred at home without a doctor 
present, GP was called to attend and confirm 
death. Document: confirmation of death from 
attending professional. 
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2 

Funeral director instructed. Executor (Andrew 
Pemberton) appointed and instructed funeral 
director. Body released to the funeral director's 
care. Funeral director to advise on crematorium 
options in Leeds — likely Rawdon Crematorium 
or Cottingley Crematorium (both run by Leeds 
City Council Bereavement Services), dependent 
on family preference. 

3 

Medical Examiner scrutiny completed. ME at 
Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust reviewed 
the cause of death. Outcome: MCCD sent to the 
registrar / or coroner referral. The Medical 
Examiner contacts the family as part of the 
review. If coroner referral: coroner's office to 
advise on timeline. 

4 

MCCD emailed to the registrar and death 
registered at Leeds Register Office. Leeds 
asks for the death to be registered within 
5 days of the registrars' notification. Leeds 
Register Office: Merrion House, Leeds city 
centre — 0113 222 4408. Death certificate and 
green certificate issued. Tell Us Once ref: 
TUO-LDS-2026-44829. 
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5 

Cremation Form 1 completed by funeral 
director and submitted to crematorium. 
Includes confirmed identity of deceased, 
cremation wishes, and executor's authorisation. 
Ashes instruction included: confirm David 
Pemberton's recorded wishes regarding ashes 
(scatter / retain / interment of ashes) with the 
executor and next of kin. 

6 

Crematorium medical referee reviews and 
issues Cremation 10. Authority to cremate 
issued. Funeral service date confirmed. Family 
notified of service arrangements. 

7 

Cremation takes place. Ashes collected or 
arrangements made in accordance with David 
Pemberton's recorded wishes. If no recorded 
wishes: executor decides in consultation with 
next of kin. Ashes may be scattered, interred, 
retained, or a combination. Leeds City Council 
does not restrict ash scattering in the city's 
parks, but private landowners' permission is 
needed for scattering on private land. For rivers, 
the Environment Agency guidance should be 
followed. 
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8 

Dispute resolution (if required). See page 16 
for guidance on disputes about cremation where 
no written wishes exist and family members 
disagree. The courts have power to appoint an 
administrator or grant an injunction in extreme 
cases, but this is very rare. Most disputes are 
resolved through mediation or solicitor 
correspondence. 

9 

Funeral invoice settled from estate. Funeral 
expenses are a priority debt of the estate — 
they are paid before any distribution to 
beneficiaries. Retain the funeral director's 
invoice and proof of payment for the estate 
accounts. If David Pemberton had a pre-paid 
funeral plan, notify the funeral director 
immediately and provide the plan 
documentation. 
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Dispute resolution + 
5 body donation 

5A — Dispute resolution: where 
no written wishes exist 
Where the deceased has not left written 
instructions about cremation or burial, and 
family members disagree, the law must be 
considered carefully. There is no automatic right 
to direct the disposal of a body — the duty falls on 
the executor or, where there is no will, the 
administrator or the next of kin in order of priority. 

Who has the right to arrange disposal of 
the body? 
The executor named in the will has the highest 
priority right to arrange the disposal of the body. 
Where there is a will, the executor's authority prevails 
over the wishes of family members who are not 
executors. However, the executor does not have an 
absolute duty to carry out the deceased's informal 
expressed wishes (such as a wish expressed verbally 
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before death) — those wishes are morally but not 
legally binding. 
Where there is no will (intestacy), the right to arrange 
disposal falls to the administrator — typically the 
deceased's next of kin in the statutory order: spouse 
or civil partner; children; parents; siblings; and so on. 
The Courts have intervened in rare cases where 
family members have been in serious dispute about 
burial versus cremation. 

CREMATION IS IRREVERSIBLE — 
DISPUTES MUST BE RESOLVED 
BEFORE CREMATION PROCEEDS 
Unlike burial, cremation permanently destroys the 
body. If there is any family dispute about the method 
of disposal, it must be resolved before the cremation 
takes place. Once cremation has occurred, any 
subsequent court order in favour of a different 
method is academic. If a dispute cannot be resolved 
promptly and cremation is being blocked or 
contested, the parties should seek urgent legal 
advice from a solicitor specialising in inheritance and 
estate disputes. 
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5B — Body donation: Human 
Tissue Act 2004 
Whole body donation for medical research and 
teaching is governed by the Human Tissue 
Act 2004. The Act requires that the donor must 
have given their consent during their lifetime. A 
relative cannot consent to whole body donation 
after the death of their loved one. 

Pre-registration requirement 
Whole body donation requires pre-registration with a 
medical school. In England, the major medical 
schools that accept whole body donations include 
those at Leeds, Sheffield, Manchester, Cambridge, 
and others. The donor must have contacted the 
medical school's Anatomy Department during their 
lifetime, completed a registration form, and received 
confirmation of registration. No registration was 
confirmed for David Pemberton at the time this brief 
was prepared — if a registration is subsequently 
discovered, the funeral director must be notified 
immediately as medical school collection must be 
arranged before any other procedures. 
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Organ donation under the 2019 deemed 
consent rules 
Since May 2020 in England (the Organ Donation 
(Deemed Consent) Act 2019), all adults are assumed 
to have consented to organ donation unless they 
have opted out. The Executor should check whether 
David Pemberton had opted out via the NHS Organ 
Donor Register. If not opted out, the NHS Specialist 
Nurses for Organ Donation (SNODs) at Leeds 
Teaching Hospitals would assess suitability at the 
time of death. Whole body donation and organ 
donation are separate processes and cannot both 
occur — the medical school must be notified if organ 
donation is in progress. 
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MODEL ADVANCE DIRECTIVE 
WORDING — BODY AND CREMATION 
WISHES (FOR FUTURE 
PLANNING REFERENCE)  
"I, [name], wish that on my death my body be 
cremated. I express a wish that my ashes be 
[scattered at / interred at / retained by my executor]. I 
have [or have not] registered with [medical school 
name] for whole body donation. If I have registered 
for whole body donation, that wish takes priority over 
cremation. I express these wishes freely and they are 
not legally binding on my executor, but I request that 
my executor give them serious consideration." 

This is model wording only. It should be included in a 
Valoren Record of Wishes document or equivalent, 
stored with the will, and communicated to the 
executor. It is not a codicil to the will and does not 
change the will's legal provisions. 
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Executor checklist: 
6 cremation administration 

The following items represent the executor's 
administrative obligations in connection with 
the cremation. Complete and date each item. 
Retain all correspondence in the estate file. 

Instruct a funeral director immediately 
The funeral director's first obligation is to take the 
body into care. Contact a NAFD-registered 
(National Association of Funeral Directors) funeral 
director in Leeds. Confirm that cremation is the 
intended method of disposal and provide David 
Pemberton's name, date of birth, date of death, 
and any recorded wishes. If a pre-paid funeral plan 
exists, provide the plan documentation 
immediately. 
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2 

3 

4 

Confirm Medical Examiner clearance 
The Medical Examiner will contact you as part of 
the review, and you can ask questions or raise 
concerns. Once it is complete, the MCCD goes to 
the registrar, who contacts you to book the 
registration. If the Medical Examiner refers the 
death to the coroner, the funeral director will advise 
you of the coroner's expected timeline. The death 
cannot be registered until the registrar has the 
MCCD or the coroner's certificate. 

Register the death at Leeds Register Office 
within 5 days 
The Medical Examiner emails the MCCD to the 
registrar, and Leeds Register Office then contacts 
you to book. Register in person at Merrion House 
(or another Leeds register office). Obtain: (1) the 
death certificate (order at least 5 certified 
copies — you will need these for banks, HMRC, 
DWP, and other institutions); (2) the green 
certificate (registrar's certificate for disposal); (3) 
the Tell Us Once reference (TUO-LDS-2026-44829 
already issued). 

Provide green certificate to 
funeral director 
Hand the green disposal certificate to the funeral 
director. They will submit this together with 
Cremation Form 1 to the crematorium. The 
crematorium cannot schedule the cremation 
without the green certificate. 
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5 

6 

7 

Confirm and communicate 
ashes instructions 
Establish and communicate David Pemberton's 
wishes (or, if no wishes recorded, the decision of 
the executor in consultation with the family) 
regarding the ashes. Scattering, interment, or 
retention are all lawful options. Communicate the 
decision to the funeral director and the 
crematorium before cremation takes place. 

Settle the funeral invoice 
Funeral expenses are a first-priority debt of the 
estate, ahead of all other debts and distributions. 
Retain the funeral director's invoice and proof of 
payment for the estate accounts. The estate's 
Barclays account may not have sufficient liquid 
funds until the account freeze is lifted — speak to 
Barclays Bereavement Service about release of 
funds for funeral expenses specifically. Most banks 
will release funds for funeral costs even before 
probate is granted. 

File all cremation documentation in the 
estate file 
Retain copies of: the death certificate; green 
certificate; Cremation Form 1; funeral director's 
invoice and receipt; cremation certificate (issued 
after cremation); and any ashes scattering or 
interment documentation. 
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Quick reference — 
7 cremation contacts 

AUTHORITY 
Leeds Register Office — 
death registration 

Merrion House, Leeds city centre · 0113 222 4408 · 
register.headoffice@leeds.gov.uk · Bookings Mon–Fri 
8:45am–3:55pm. Deaths are registered in person, 
once the registrar has the MCCD from the Medical 
Examiner and has contacted you. Book online at 
www.leeds.gov.uk/births-deaths-and-marriages/death/
register-a-death. 

MEDICAL 
Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS 
Trust — Medical Examiner Service 

Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust · switchboard 
0113 243 2799 (open 24 hours) · The Medical 
Examiner will contact the family as part of the review, 
then emails the MCCD to the registrar. After a death in 
a Leeds hospital, call its Bereavement Office on the 
next working day. 
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3 

4 

CREMATORIUM 
Leeds Bereavement Services — 
Rawdon and Cottingley crematoria 

Rawdon Crematorium, Leeds Road, Rawdon LS19 
6JP (entrance off the A65 at LS18 5EW) · Cottingley 
Crematorium, Elland Road, Leeds LS11 0EU · 
Bereavement Services 0113 376 0001 (Mon–Fri 
8:30am–3:30pm) · 
bereavementservices@leeds.gov.uk. No staff are 
permanently on site. The funeral director deals with 
the crematorium; contact it only for specific 
requirements or questions. 

WEST YORKSHIRE CORONER 
HM Coroner for West Yorkshire 
(Eastern Area) 

HM Coroner's Office, The Coroners Courts, Burgage 
Square, Wakefield WF1 2TS · 01924 302 180 · 
Mon–Fri 8:45am–4pm · covers Leeds and Wakefield. 
If the death is referred, the coroner's certificate goes 
to the registrar in place of the MCCD; the time this 
adds depends on whether a post-mortem or inquest is 
needed. 

V A L O R E N Page 25 of 28 · ES-2026 · valoren.uk



5 BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 
NAFD — National Association of 
Funeral Directors (registered 
funeral directors) 

NAFD, 618 Warwick Road, Solihull B91 1AA · 
0121 711 1343 · nafd.org.uk · Use the NAFD directory 
to find a member funeral director in Leeds. Every 
UK funeral director must display a Standardised Price 
List in branch and on its website (the Competition and 
Markets Authority's Funerals Market Investigation 
Order 2021) — compare them, and ask for a written, 
itemised estimate before agreeing anything. 
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8 About this document 
This Cremation and Body Donation Brief is free 
reference from Valoren's estate administration 
series. It is a structured administrative guide to 
help the executor of the estate of David Pemberton 
navigate the cremation process and understand the 
legal framework governing disposal of the 
deceased's remains. 

LIMITATION — NOT LEGAL ADVICE 
This document is a structured administrative guide 
only. It is not legal advice. The executor should seek 
independent legal advice from a qualified solicitor if 
any dispute arises about the disposal of the body, if 
the coroner becomes involved, or if any question 
arises about the deceased's expressed wishes. 
Nothing in this document overrides the authority of 
the Medical Examiner, the coroner, the crematorium 
medical referee, or any court order. 
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CREMATION BRIEF — 
COMPLETION CHECKLIST 

Funeral director instructed — body taken into care 
Medical Examiner review complete — MCCD sent 
to the registrar (or coroner referral) 
Death registered at Leeds Register Office — 
death certificates obtained (min. 5 copies) 
Green certificate (disposal certificate) provided to 
funeral director 
Cremation Form 1 submitted to crematorium by 
funeral director 
Cremation authority (Cremation 10) issued by 
crematorium medical referee 
Ashes instructions confirmed and communicated 
Funeral invoice settled from estate and retained 
for estate accounts 
All cremation documents filed in estate file 

P O W E R E D  B Y  V A L O R E N  
Cremation & Body Donation Brief prepared 
11 June 2026. Estate of David Pemberton, 
deceased 22 May 2026. Executor: Andrew 
Pemberton. Ref: CBD-AP-001-11062026. 
This document is a structured record only. It 
does not constitute legal advice. 
England and Wales law. Valoren / Standard 
Index Group — in formation. 
Standard Index Group — in formation · 
England & Wales 
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