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Codicil to a Will — Blank Template
A signed, witnessed change to a will you have already made — the identification clause, the amendment itself, and the confirmation that everything else stands — set out as fillable clauses. England & Wales. A starting point, not a substitute for a solicitor.
	Read this before you sign — it decides whether your codicil counts
A codicil must be signed and witnessed exactly like a will. Under the Wills Act 1837, you sign (or acknowledge your signature) in the presence of two witnesses who are both there at the same time, and each of them then signs while you watch. A witness — or that witness's spouse or civil partner — must not be a beneficiary of the codicil or of the will: the gift to an attesting witness is void, and because a codicil republishes the will, a beneficiary who witnesses your codicil can lose a gift the will validly gave them. This template is a guide only. It is general guidance, not legal advice, and does not replace a solicitor.


This document sets out the clauses a codicil needs, in the order the law expects, each with a blank to complete. Read the full walkthrough — the six formalities, the law provision by provision, and when to make a new will instead — at valoren.uk/resources/codicil-template. Type your details into each blank; draft first, then produce a clean final copy to sign.
Clause 1 · Identification
I,
	Full legal name: ______________________________________
	Date of birth: ______________________________________



Address: ______________________________________
declare this to be a codicil to my will dated the ____ day of __________ ____ (year), which I confirm was signed by me and witnessed in accordance with the Wills Act 1837.
Clause 2 · Numbering
This is the ____________ codicil to my said will.
Clause 3 · Amendment
I make the following amendment(s) to my said will:
	No.
	Clause of the will affected
	What I revoke, and what replaces it — or the new provision I add

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	



Clause 4 · Confirmation
In all other respects, I confirm my said will.


This is where validity is won or lost, and it is identical to signing a will. Sign in one continuous sitting with both witnesses present together. Use the same pen. Sign at the end, after the confirmation clause. Neither witness — nor a witness's spouse or civil partner — may be a beneficiary of the codicil or of the will. Do not date, sign, or witness on separate occasions.
Clause 5 · Attestation clause
Signed by the above-named testator as a codicil to their will, in our joint presence, and then by us in theirs. We were both present at the same time when the testator signed.
Testator's signature
	Signature of testator: ______________________________________
	Date signed: ______________________________________


Witness 1 — must not be a beneficiary of the codicil or the will
	Signature: ______________________________________
	Full name (print): ______________________________________



	Address: ______________________________________
	Occupation: ______________________________________


Witness 2 — must not be a beneficiary, present at the same time as Witness 1
	Signature: ______________________________________
	Full name (print): ______________________________________



	Address: ______________________________________
	Occupation: ______________________________________



	If the witnessing is wrong, the codicil changes nothing
The most common reasons a home-made codicil fails: only one witness; the two witnesses signed at different times rather than together; a witness (or their spouse/civil partner) was a beneficiary of the codicil or the will, so the gift to them failed; the testator signed before the witnesses arrived; the codicil was witnessed by video after 31 January 2024. Read the attestation clause aloud, do it in one sitting, and store the signed original with the will — never separately, never stapled to it.


This template covers one small, self-contained change to a will that otherwise still says what you want. It does not cover a change to who gets the residue or its shares, several changes at once, a marriage or divorce since the will was signed, or a will that already carries a codicil — the full guide at valoren.uk/resources/codicil-template sets out each of these in full and explains when a new will is the safer instrument instead. This is general guidance, not legal advice, and does not replace a solicitor.
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